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COMMAND CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT ROBERT J. SMITH 
Chief Master Sergeant Robert J. Smith is the Command 
Chief Master Sergeant, 126th Air Refueling Wing, Scott 
Air Force Base, Illinois.  As Command Chief, he serves 
as advisor to the wing commander and senior 
leadership on matters concerning the morale, welfare, 
and progression of the unit’s enlisted force.  He also 
serves as the functional manager for the wing’s first 
sergeants. 
 
Command Chief Master Sergeant Smith began his 
military career in the United States Army in 1963, 
serving in Field Artillery until 1965.  He joined the 
Illinois Army National Guard, DET 1 STARC, in 1984, 
working as a supply specialist.  In 1987, Chief Smith 
transferred to the 126th Air Refueling Wing, and began 
his career as a public affairs clerk until becoming 
public affairs technician and non-commission officer in 
charge of the Public Affairs Office.  He served as first 
sergeant for Mission Support Squadron, Support 
Group, and Logistics Readiness Squadron prior to 
being appointed Command Chief in August 2004. 

 
Command Chief Smith served in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm as part of the 1712th 
Provisional Wing Support Staff in the United Arab Emirates.  He is currently employed full-time as the 
Chief of Police for Westchester.   
 
 
EDUCATION: 
1994 First Sergeant Academy, Maxwell AFB, AL 
1994 Senior Non-Commission Officer Academy, Maxwell AFB, AL 
1992 Non-Commission Officer Academy, Maxwell AFB, AL     
1991 Public Affairs Technician Course, Baltimore, MD 
1987 Public Affairs Specialist Course, Baltimore, MD 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
1. 1963, Recruit, Basic Training. Fort Knox, Kentucky.   
2. 1964, Canon Operator, 2nd Battalion, 32nd Artillery.  Fort Sill, Oklahoma.   
3. 1965, Supply, 2nd Battalion, 17th Artillery. USAFE, Hanau, Germany. 
4. 1984, Supply Specialist, DET 1-STARC. Illinois Army National Guard, Chicago, Illinois. 
5. 1987, Public Affairs Specialist, 126th Air Refueling Wing, O'Hare International Airport Air 

Reserve Station, Illinois   
6. 1990, 1712th Air Refueling Wing (Provisional), Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 



7. 1991, Public Affairs Technician, 126th Air Refueling Wing, O'Hare International Airport Air 
Reserve Station, Illinois   

8. 1993, First Sergeant, 126th Mission Support Squadron, O'Hare International Airport Air Reserve 
Station, Illinois    

9. 1994, First Sergeant, 126th Support Group, O'Hare International Airport Air Reserve Station, 
Illinois    

10. 1997, First Sergeant, 126th Logistics Readiness Squadron, O'Hare International Airport Air Reserve 
Station, Illinois  

11. 2004 - Present, Vice command chief master sergeant, 126th Air Refueling Wing, Scott Air Force 
Base, Illinois  

 
 
CIVILIAN  EXPERIENCE:   
1975 – Present, Westchester, IL Police Department  
1975 – 1977, Patrol Officer 
1980 – 1996, Firearms Instructor   
1980 – 2000, Juvenile Officer  
1977 – 1996, Evidence Technician   
1977 – 1995, Detective   
1995 – 1996, Patrol Division Commander   
1996 – Present, Chief of Police    
 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS: 
Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster 
Air Force Commendation Medal 
Air Force Achievement Medal 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters 
Army Good Conduct Medal 
Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service Medal with 4 oak leaf clusters  
National Defense Service Medal with two devices 
Southwest Asia Service Medal 
Longevity Service Award Ribbon with three oak leaf clusters 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with one 'M' device 
Small Arms Expert Ribbon 
Air Force Training Ribbon 
Army Service Ribbon 
Kuwait Liberation Medal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Kuwait Liberation Medal Government of Kuwait 
Illinois Military Attendance Ribbon with nine devices 
Illinois Long and Honorable Service Medal with 2 oak leaf clusters 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION: 
Staff Sergeant, 1 October 1988 
Technical Sergeant, 13 December 1990 
Master Sergeant, 10 July 1993    
Senior Master Sergeant, 3 November 2001 
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